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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1 -9 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. The Examiner contends that the drawings submitted on 04/1 8/2006 are 
acceptable for examination proceedings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown in views of Ueda et al (US Patent # 7,161 ,695 B2.) and Kram et al (US 
Publication # 2003/0216949 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Brown discloses a wireless computer network planning 
system for planning a wireless computer network having a predetermined layout 
(Embodiments of the present invention provide a method of creating a network 
architecture planning tool, paragraph 7; planning system 100, paragraph 34), said 
system comprising: a template database for storing a plurality of templates (includes 
object templates to aid in the creation of new objects, paragraph 54); a template 
identifier coupled to the template database, said template identifier for receiving search 
terms and for searching said template database for matching templates; (receiving at a 
user computer a list of object templates from a host computer system, selecting an 
object template from a list of object templates, paragraph 8). Brown substantially 
discloses a wireless computer network planning system for planning a wireless 
computer network having a predetermined layout (planning system 100, paragraph 34). 
Brown does not explicitly disclose a network performance contour overlay generator. 
However, Ueda et al disclose a network performance contour overlay generator for 
creating network performance contour overlays from performance parameters extracted 
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from said matching templates (An overlay generator 48 creates overlays of pre-selected 
layers for presentation and a report generator 50 provides a final graphical output set to 
the format predetermined by the user, paragraph 23). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made, 
to take the teachings of Ueda et al, related to overlay generator and apply to the 
teachings of Brown, in order to create network performance contour overlays from 
performance parameters extracted from matching templates. Furthermore, the 
teachings of Brown and Ueda do not explicitly disclose a network performance contour 
overlay superimposer for receiving predetermined layout. However, Kram et al disclose 
a network performance contour overlay superimposer for receiving predetermined 
layout and for superimposing at least one of said network performance contour overlays 
onto predetermined layout producing a superimposed layout (the image processor 
saves the additional information, and the output controller executes a superimpose 
process for the received first image information and the saved additional information 
and causes the given printing device to print an result of the superimpose process, 
paragraph 22). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made, to take the teachings of Kram et al related 
to network performance contour overlay superimposer and apply to the combined 
teachings of Brown and Ueda, in order to receive predetermined layout and for 
superimposing at least one of the network performance contour overlays onto 
predetermined layout producing a superimposed layout. 
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Regarding claim 2, Brown discloses a system, wherein said template database 
comprises a test-bed template database and a simulation template database (The 
objects and links are stored in a database or other storage arrangement suitable for the 
specific embodiment, paragraph 46). 

Regarding claim 3, Brown discloses a system, wherein said plurality of templates 
comprises a plurality of test-bed templates and a plurality of simulation templates (Every 
object can be classified into a discrete set of object types. Thus, some embodiments of 
the present invention include object templates to aid in the creation of new objects, 
paragraph 54). 

Regarding claim 4, Brown discloses a system, further comprising a displaying 
means for displaying said superimposed layout (The method includes receiving at a 
host computer system a request from a user computer to display a first object template, 
paragraph 7). 

Regarding claim 5, Brown substantially discloses a system, further comprising a 
displaying means for displaying superimposed layout (The method includes receiving at 
a host computer system a request from a user computer to display a first object 
template, paragraph 7). Brown does not explicitly disclose a reproduction means for 
printing said superimposed layout onto some media means. However, Ueda et al 
disclose a reproduction means for printing superimposed layout onto some media 
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means (The print data generator 304b superimposes the additional information on the 
edited image supplied from the server 2 and prepares the printing data for a printer 
305., paragraph 64). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made, to take the teachings of Ueda et al, 
related to a reproduction means for printing said superimposed layout onto some media 
means and apply to the teachings of Brown, in order to print superimposed layout onto 
some media. 

Regarding claim 6, Brown discloses a method for planning a wireless computer 
network for a predetermined layout (a method of creating a network architecture 
planning tool, paragraph 7), said method comprising the steps: a. receiving said 
predetermined layout and search terms (includes receiving at a host computer system a 
request from a user computer to display a first object template, paragraph 7); 

b. searching a template database for suitable matching templates based on said 
search terms; (selecting an object template from a list of object templates, entering 
information defining an object, paragraph 8). 

c. creating at least one network performance contour overlay from said 
matching templates (note Brown claim 1); and 

d. superimposing said at least one network performance contour overlay onto 
said predetermined layout (note claim 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Brown discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, wherein said 
step b. further comprises the steps: 
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b1 . Receiving search terms (defining a condition for each of the at least one next 
objects, and transmitting information relating to the at least one next object and the 
conditions to a host computer system, paragraph 8); and 

b2. Searching a simulation template database and a test-bed template database, in 
said template database (selecting an object template from a list of object templates, 
entering information defining an object, paragraph 8). 

Regarding claim 8, Brown discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein said step c. further comprises the steps: c1 . Receiving desired performance 
parameters identifying parameters relating to projects that determine applicable ones of 
the requirements, paragraph 8) 

c2. Extracting said desired performance parameters data from said matching templates 
in said template database (creating at least one step for each parameter that acquires 
information relating to the parameter, paragraph 8); and 

C 3. Generating network performance contour overlays from said desired performance 
parameters data (note claim 1 ). 

Regarding claim 9, Brown discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, after 
step b. comprising step c: assigning a matching template if step b. produces no 
matching template (selecting an object template from a list of object templates, 
paragraph 8). 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tesfay Yohannes whose telephone number is (571) 
270-7528. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5:30pm (alternate 
Fridays off). If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jinhee Lee can be reached on (571) 272-1977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. Y.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



/Yemane Mesfin/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



